
Get an A in TOK Essay Title #4 Guide 
 
Thanks for checking out my channel and resources. You can do 
this!  
 
If you need extra help (and I know you do!) click here to send me 
your essay and I’ll get your back! We can chat, zoom, and work 
together! 
 
Make sure to find all of my guides on my website here, and every title 
will have a guide on my YouTube channel.  
 
Check out GetanAinTOK.com for my guides, examples, and sample 
outlines if you need help. Let’s Go! 
  

http://www.fiverr.com/patfreakinjones
https://www.getanaintok.com/tokessaymay2025
https://www.youtube.com/getanaintok
http://www.getanaintok.com/


The Popular One: Do the ever-improving tools of an area of knowledge 
always result in improved knowledge? Discuss with reference to two 
areas of knowledge.  
 

Choose this if: 
• You want to find easy evidence 
• You want an easy organization 
• You want to choose AOKs 

 
Tip: Four Categories 
Example 1: No correlation between improved tools & knowledge 
Example 2: Some correlation between improved tools & knowledge 
Example 3: An improved tool created groundbreaking knowledge 
Example 4: An improved tool hindered the AOK, was not helpful 
 
 
Remember: the answer is clearly no. So you want to figure out the 
degree to which the statement is true.  
 
 
 
Human Sciences 
 
Surveys and interviews. How has the internet has aYected 
information gathering? How could this provide a yes an a no? 
 
Geospatial Data – This is new and cutting edge. How could this not 
lead to improved knowledge about humanity and society? 
 
Game Theory – developed in the 1950’s it has many diYerent 
applications across the HS. Has definitely led to improved 
knowledge. Do new methods of thinking always lead to improved 
knowledge?  
 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ805689.pdf
https://geekflare.com/geospatial-tools-for-gis-mapping/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Game_theory


Capital Asset Pricing Model – tool in economics which creates the 
knowledge of what is needed to mitigate risk. Do non-physical tools 
always lead to an improvement in knowledge?  
 
Cost-Benefit Analysis – a simple tool that has transcended the HS. 
 
Gold Standard vs Fiat Money – Think about tools that were good, but 
eventually were replaced by more robust systems.  
 
Keynesian Cross vs Phillips Curve – both of these models help 
create knowledge through prediction. Do they always improve 
knowledge once we learn more about society and behavior?  
 
Algorithms in Human Sciences – Are these helpful? Or are they 
“opinions embedded in code”? This video shows you how 
algorithms are not helpful. IB used algorithms in 2020 with 
disasterous outcomes, and AI/algorithmic hiring practices have led 
to increased racism! 
 
ChatGPT & Generative AI – this is a tangible tool that could be used 
to support a sometimes perspective. Think about how it can write an 
essay for you, but then thought that famous white people were 
black. 
 
 
 
  

https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/0895330042162340#:~:text=The%20Capital%20Asset%20Pricing%20Model%20(CAPM)%20revolutionized%20modern%20finance.,the%20risk%20of%20that%20investment.
https://online.hbs.edu/blog/post/cost-benefit-analysis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gold_standard
https://www.investopedia.com/ask/answers/09/gold-standard.asp#:~:text=The%20gold%20standard%20was%20completely,in%20Nigeria%2C%20the%20naira%20is.
https://www.khanacademy.org/economics-finance-domain/macroeconomics/income-and-expenditure-topic/macroeconomics-the-keynesian-cross/a/the-expenditure-output-or-keynesian-cross-model-cnx#:~:text=The%20expenditure%2Doutput%20model%2C%20or,the%20level%20of%20economic%20output.
https://www.stlouisfed.org/open-vault/2020/january/what-is-phillips-curve-why-flattened
https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2018/01/19/algorithms-opinions-embedded-code/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00071005.2022.2056575#:~:text=In%20March%202020%2C%20due%20to,algorithm%20to%20calculate%20final%20grades%20(
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41599-023-02079-x#:~:text=However%2C%20algorithmic%20bias%20results%20in,sets%20and%20biased%20algorithm%20designers.
https://variety.com/2024/digital/news/google-gemini-ai-image-racial-inaccuracies-nazi-soldiers-1235919168/
https://variety.com/2024/digital/news/google-gemini-ai-image-racial-inaccuracies-nazi-soldiers-1235919168/


Natural Sciences 
 
The Scientific Method – it’s a tool! I’m not sure that you want to 
make this as a main point, but it’s important to keep this in mind. 
“Science is a way of thinking more than it is a body of knowledge” – 
Sagan.  
 
Physical tools such as X-Ray, MRI, Nanotechnology, and wearable 
technology will provide simple, but shallow examples of when 
improved tools led to improved knowledge. How can you think about 
the implications and eYects to go beyond yes? 
 
CRISPR – Think about how DNA was first analyzed and then how 
knowledge has improved through diYerent tools. How could the 
ethical issues be considered not an improvement in knowledge? 
 
Similar to CRISPR, how are tools used for cloning creating and 
inhibiting knowledge?  
 
Radium as a medical tool – because it was eYective in some 
manners, people considered radium to be a huge tool in curing 
disease. It wasn’t.  
 
Weather Control – Though cloud seeding is now considered 
eYective, other tools were used to try and control the weather. They 
failed because of a lack of foundational knowledge of in how the 
atmosphere works.  
  

https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/what-we-do/nih-turning-discovery-into-health/transformative-technologies/crispr-revolution#:~:text=Some%20include%20creating%20malaria%2Dresistant,people%20with%20sickle%2Dcell%20disease.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Friedrich_Miescher#:~:text=Miescher%20devised%20different%20salt%20solutions,and%20nitrogen%2C%20but%20not%20sulfur.
https://www.cbhd.org/issues/cloning#:~:text=Ethical%20issues%20specific%20to%20human,life%20as%20a%20research%20product.
https://www.britannica.com/story/radium-girls-the-women-who-fought-for-their-lives-in-a-killer-workplace#:~:text=Because%20it%20had%20been%20used,ingredient%2C%20including%20toothpaste%20and%20cosmetics.
https://journals.ametsoc.org/view/journals/bams/49/4/1520-0477-49_4_337.xml
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cloud_seeding#:~:text=Forecasters%20and%20scientists%20have%20estimated,in%20a%20more%20humid%20atmosphere.


The Arts 
 
Modern Instruments – though they create new music, do they 
create/facilitate the spread of improved knowledge?  
 
Digital Music - Has digital distribution of music helped to improve 
knowledge?  
 
How New Genres Are Created – Genres are ways of collecting and 
understanding knowledge. Do they always improve it?  
 
AI Art Controversy – An artist used AI to win a competition. Does this 
improve (or share, produce) knowledge at all? What is the role of AI 
in creating knowledge in The Arts?  
 
 

https://listverse.com/2024/05/02/10-musical-instruments-invented-in-the-21st-century/
https://www.udiscovermusic.com/stories/digital-music-revolution/
https://medium.com/@klementb/how-are-new-music-genres-born-1d62dee9a019
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/09/02/technology/ai-artificial-intelligence-artists.html

