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Title 6: The Weird One: Does acquiring knowledge destroy our
sense of wonder? Discuss with reference to two areas of
knowledge.
Choose this if:
e You want to think creatively
e You don’t want to be constrained
e You have/want to find some unique examples

Natural Sciences:

e Knowledge of Creation — do we lose our sense of wonder? Or
does it bring new questions? Compare old and new
perspectives towards creation.

e Exploring mars —itincreases our sense of wonder. Link and
link.

e Pasteur/Miasma/Germs - explaining disease —we no longer
wondered about the cause of disease. What about cancer?

e DNA-discovery created more wonder for many reasons —
we are more complicated than we knew, we now can edit.
What about what we learn about history?

History

e When we gain knowledge of a certain event, more questions
are then asked, increasing our wonder, potentially. Check
out these links of unsolved mysteries in history here, here,
and here. How do we prove things in history?

e Egyptian Stuff - Pyramids: how were they built? Burial:
mysteries after gaining knowledge.

e Linking to NS -when we learn more about history from DNA
does it add to the sense of wonder? Or destroy it?


https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/what-we-learned-from-the-perseverance-rovers-first-year-on-mars/
https://science.nasa.gov/mission/msl-curiosity/science/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Pasteur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miasma_theory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germ_theory_of_disease
https://www.dna-worldwide.com/resource/160/history-dna-timeline
https://johnhawks.net/weblog/the-top-10-discoveries-about-ancient-people-from-dna-in-2023/
https://www.history.com/news/unsolved-ancient-mysteries
https://www.livescience.com/11361-history-overlooked-mysteries.html
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/180ll2m/what_is_the_worlds_greatest_unsolved_mystery/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/5-unsolved-mysteries-of-king-tut-s-tomb/
https://johnhawks.net/weblog/the-top-10-discoveries-about-ancient-people-from-dna-in-2023/

The Arts:

e Behind the scenes — does it make us not have wonder about
the art and its message? Consider two examples, but find
your own!

o Citizen Kane — Cinematography
o Avatar - CG Effects here and here.
e Being able to re-create the art/play the song — do we lose the
sense of wonder?
o Personal experiences could be good here!
o Example - how to play Beethoven’s Pathetique. This
gave me more wonder when | saw my student play it
from memory!

® Think about artists with terrible lifestyles — does knowledge
of the artist destroy our sense of wonder of their works?
Hemingway comes to mind, so does Kevin Spacey (he was
cleared, though!), Picasso was awful towards women, and
Dali had some questionable beliefs. Can we separate art
from the artist?



https://scholarblogs.emory.edu/introtofilm2023/2023/10/11/exploring-the-enigmatic-depths-of-citizen-kane-viewer/#:~:text=One%20aspect%20of%20%E2%80%9CCitizen%20Kane,Everything%20is%20lit%20and%20visible.
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/16/movies/avatar-2-fx-cgi.html
https://screencraft.org/blog/the-insane-film-technology-behind-avatar-the-way-of-water/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PPJJMpCqRfk
https://fherehab.com/learning/hemingway-drinking/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/maryroeloffs/2024/06/11/kevin-spacey-piers-morgan-interview-admits-he-was-too-handsy-says-hes-broke-and-lost-baltimore-house/
https://www.afr.com/life-and-luxury/arts-and-culture/the-enduring-appeal-of-the-misogynist-picasso-20220609-p5asm4#:~:text=%E2%80%9CWomen%20are%20machines%20for%20suffering,more%20took%20their%20own%20lives.
https://medium.com/the-collector/salvador-dalis-obsession-with-nazism-and-fascism-4769af704b96

